Therapy of acute nonlymphocytic leukemia in children: a review of 73 patients.
Since 1969, 73 children with acute nonlymphocytic leukemia have been admitted for evaluation and treatment at the Institute of Hematology of the University of Rome. Various drug regimens, basically including daunomycin and/or cytosine arabinoside, were employed both for induction and maintenance treatment. Overall, the incidence of complete remission was 63%. The availability of intensive supportive measures starting in 1974 appears to be the most likely explantation for the higher response rate observed since then. Duration of remission and overall survival were disappointingly short owing to the high frequency of bone marrow relapse. Carefully controlled clinical studies will in the future be necessary to explore better methods of preventing leukemic relapse.